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THE STATE OF EUROPE IN DECEMBER OF 1916
IN A CONSTANT STATE OF FLUX, IN A CONSTANT STATE OF PERPETULANCE

Å Eastern front hammered in the Brusilov Offensive.

Å Allies able to push the Germans away from Verdun.

Å Americans funneling supplies to the Allies.

Å Italy has abandoned the Central Powers, joining the Allies.

Å Threat of American intervention leads to the suspension of 
Unrestricted Submarine Warfare.

Å Western Front has turned into a marginally defensive battle for 
the Germans.

Å U.S. advises Germans they will protect all American assets 
against Submarine Warfare.





JAPANƞS OBLIGATIONS FULFILLED
23 AUGUST 1914 ƛ7 NOVEMBER 1914

Å Japan was bound to aid Great Britain by a bilateral 1902 Treaty.

Å Immediately seized German holdings in the Pacific upon unanswered 
ultimatum.

Å After Germany was removed from the region, was withdrawn among the 
Allies.

Å Aided the Allies in the Siberian Expedition.

Å Generally advertised pro -German news.

Å Eventual ambitions included a further inland push into China.

Å Japanƞs disposition appeared to be shaky towards the Allies.

Å Germany sought to capitalize on this early.

German front lines as seen at Qingdao ahead of evacuation in 1914.
The Greater East Asia Co -Prosperity Sphere in 1941. (27 years 
later)





THE BRUSILOV OFFENSIVE
4 JUNE 1916 ƛ20 SEPTEMBER 1916

Å Planned by Russian GEN Aleksei Brusilov

Å Designed to alleviate pressure from the Western Front.

Å Aimed with intent at severely eroding the Eastern Front.

Å The greatest feat of arms for the Russians during World War I.

Å Required cooperation from fellow GEN Alexei Evert.

Å Evert did not approve of the plan, drug his feet.

Å Brusilov had to spearhead the attack himself, costing the Russians time 
and manpower.

Å Over 2 million soldiers on both sides.

Up to 1 million Russian Casualties

Up to 600,000 Austrian Casualties, 350,000 German casualties
Austria -Hungary effectively silenced for the rest of the war.

Map showing the Eastern front and position of Brusilovƞsforces in May 
1916.

Russian cavalry charging on the front lines during the 
offensive.





THE BATTLE OF VERDUN
21 FEBRUARY 1916 ƛ18 DECEMBER 1916

Fort Douaumont as seen from the air.  The left photo is just prior to the initiation 
of operations at Verdun in February 1916, with the right photo showing its 
condition in March 1916.

The Germans occupy Douaumont until October 1916.

It was repaired in time for operations in December 1916 and 1917.

Typical French Artillery encampment.  This one 
was overrun about halfway through the battle.  
This photo was used on a German post card.

Å German offensive launched into Verdun salient with heavy bombardment.

Å Despite early German gains, inability to filter in supplies left them stranded.

Å Fleury had changed hands over a dozen times by August 1916.

Å All German gains were nullified by 5 November.

Å Almost 1,000,000 casualties between the French and German forces for a 
location with no strategic importance.
Å ƽ25% mortality rate





AMERICAN ACTIVITIES IN MEXICO
14 MARCH 1916 ƛ7 FEBRUARY 1917

Å Had deployed an expeditionary force into Mexico led by MG John ƠBlackjackơ 
Pershing.

Å Charged with the task of locating and capturing Pancho Villa.

Å The Punitive Expedition had been inflaming U.S. -Mexico relations as a result of 
ongoing pursuit.

Å U.S. was unable to successfully capture Villa.

Å The reduction of Villaƞs available forces stifled his ability to project war 
back into the United States.

Å Carranza demanded the withdrawal of American Forces.

Å Increase in anti -American sentiment in Mexico as a result of the failed 
expedition.

Members of the U.S. 10 th Cavalry Regiment ƛthe Buffalo Soldiers.
6 th and 16th Infantry returning to the U.S. on 29 January 1917.





UNRESTRICTED SUBMARINE WARFARE
AMERICAN SHIPPING UNDER FIRE

Å Germans had previously employed indiscriminate attacks on naval 
vessels.

Å RMS Lusitania was sunk in 1915 by German U-Boat.
Å 128 American passengers, all died.

Å U.S. condemned deployment of U -boats against American flagged 
shipping and passenger liners.

Å Germans had suspended U -boat war in May of 1916.

Å Understood a few things about the war:
1. Americans were transporting weapons to Allies on flagged ships.
2. Americans would likely be pushed to war if Germans intervened. 
3. Began to explore options to keep America distracted or out of the war.
4. They assumed number 3.

Å Germans resume U -boat war in January of 1917.

RMS Lusitania arriving in port, as she appeared ca. 1913.

Artists depiction of World War I German U -Boat sinking an American 
Flagged ship. (Cover photo)
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