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THE BLACKHAWK WAR
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THE CIVIL WAR
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BVT B6 THOMAS J. RODMAN 1869

Had been the commanding officer at Watertown Arsenal.

Was brought up on four charges post -Civil War:

s, Allowing men to drink whiskey at lunch.

2. Did not. mourn Lincolnns death
3. Did not celebrate the end of the war enough.

4, Overspent (~$2,350) on budget for Watertown Quarters.

Rodman planned for Rock Island Arsenal to be a grand national arsenal.

The plan called for moving of the original arsenal facilities to the center of
Rock Island island.

Streamlining of facilities included quarters and cemeteries.

Ten stone shops would make up the core of the arsenal: Arsenal and
Armory Rows (north and south respectively).

But you still need quarters befitting a commander of a grand national
arsenal, and a place to house/entertain guestsRright?
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QUARTERS ONE 1871

A Constructed between 1869 -1871.
A Grounds completed in 1872.

A Used Joliet Limestone materiel.
A Walls are two feet thick.
A Same limestone as the shops used.

AA Omodesto 20, 000
A Second in size only to the White
House.

Justification for size:
A place to house guests.
A place to house travelling soldiers.
A federal courthouse.
A place to entertain visitors.
Reflective of the grandeur of the
arsenal.

f

-

A Cost is unknown.
ﬁ A Used arsenal workers for construction
: . efforts.
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L% QUARTERS ONE: THE BASEMENT 1871

Has two stairways original to house.
One additional stairway added later.

Majority of rooms are storage space.

Original kitchen and bakery.
Original limestone counters still in
place.

Potential site of courthouse.

Still has original forced air system.

Root cellar located directly under old
} greenhouse.
|
i I H! /{_}k i Storage rooms to the north and east
N REE TORAE O DUBL I Gotts Wﬂ ‘ — had openings for fireplace cleaning.
BUILDING 301
SHEET 1 0F 5
BASEMENT @ Has seyeral Ocreep
. mmerw - sensations. ¢
REVISED: 24NOVO3 IINVENTORIED:IZJ?;SEPM | GROSS = 6,35‘3 SF
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QUARTERS ONE: FIRST FLOOR

THE GHOSTS OF ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL'S QUARTERS ONE

1871

A The decorative iron and brass around
the front is made from Civil War
ordnance.

A Floors are original polychrome oak
and walnut in the front half of the
house.

A Ceilings are 16 feet high in front.
A Cast iron cornices.

A Fireplaces are all Italian marble.
A Brick in the Study.

A Some furniture built in the wall is
original.

A Lots of natural light.

A Rodman dies in his study in 1871.
A First public gathering at Q1 in parlors
Il s Rodmanns funer al
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